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ABOUT WORLD CANCER DAY

 

A key international awareness day on the global health calendar, World Cancer Day takes place every year
on 4 February to unite the world in the fight against cancer, under the one banner. It aims to save millions of
lives by raising awareness of the disease and by inspiring governments and individuals across the world to
take action.The international collaboration on World Cancer Day provides a tremendous opportunity to
advance the global fight against cancer and to significantly impact the lives of people living with and at-risk
of the disease.

World Cancer Day was created in 2000 and has grown into a key awareness day on the global health
agenda. It reaches millions of people across the world and has trended globally on Twitter for the past three
years.

The Day aims to save millions of preventable deaths each year through education, raising awareness and by
pressing governments and individuals across the world to take action. By raising worldwide awareness and
catalysing personal, collective and government action, we are working together to reimagine a world where
millions of preventable cancer deaths are saved and access to life-saving cancer treatment and care is equal
for all – no matter who you are or where you live. Because we believe that cancer isn’t just a health issue but
a human issue that touches all of us.

Created in 2000, World Cancer Day has grown into a positive movement for everyone, everywhere to unite
under one voice to face one of our greatest challenges in history. Each year, hundreds of activities and
events take place around the world, gathering communities, organisations and individuals in schools,
businesses, hospitals, marketplaces, parks, community halls, places of worship - in the streets and online -
acting as a powerful reminder that we all have a role to play in reducing the global impact of cancer.

World Cancer Day was established by the Paris Charter adopted at the World Summit Against Cancer for
the New Millenium in Paris on 4 February 2000. This Charter aimed at the promotion of the research for
curing as well as preventing the disease, upgrading the provided services to the patients, the sensitisation of
the common opinion and the mobilisation of the global community against cancer.
In its article 10, the Charter established that 4 February would therefore be World Cancer Day, so that the
Charter of Paris would remain in the hearts and minds of people around the world. 

Co-funded by the Health Programme of the European Union. ECL has received

funding under an operating grant (SGA: 101015525) from the Third Health

Programme (2014-2020).  

 

 ABOUT THE 2021 THEME

 https://www.worldcancerday.org/  - @worldcancerday - @worldcancerday
 

The 2019-2021 World Cancer Day theme is: ‘I Am and I Will.’.  It is an empowering call to action urging for
personal commitment and represents the power of individual action taken now to impact the future. 

The information and views set out in this report are those of the authors and do not reflect the official opinion of the European

Commission, the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency (CHAFEA) or any other institution of the European Union.

Neither the European Commission nor CHAFEA may be held responsible for the use which may be made of the information contained

therein. 

https://www.worldcancerday.org/
https://www.facebook.com/worldcancerday
https://www.instagram.com/worldcancerday/


THE ORGANISER

World Cancer Day is an initiative of the Union for International

Cancer Control (UICC), the largest and oldest international

cancer organisation dedicated to taking the lead in convening,

capacity building and advocacy initiatives that unite the cancer

community to reduce the global cancer burden, promote greater

equity, and integrate cancer control into the world health and

development agenda.

World Cancer Day every 4 February is a global uniting initiative

led by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC).

UICC, its membership and partners are committed to delivering

the targets of the World Cancer Declaration. Innovative and

strategic partnerships with organisations committed to the fight

against cancer are vital for building momentum towards the

2025 targets. Together we aim to save millions of lives by

focusing on what needs to be done, taking the lead in:

• Convening the global cancer control community

• Advocacy and putting cancer on the global health and

development agenda

• Coordinating high-impact global actions

The Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) is the largest

and oldest international cancer-fighting organisation. Founded in

Geneva in 1933, UICC has over 1,200 member organisations in

more than 170 countries. It enjoys consultative status with the

United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and has

official relations with the World Health Organization (WHO), the

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the United

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). UICC has over 50

partners, including associations, companies and foundations

committed to the fight against cancer.

The MEPs Against Cancer (MAC) Interest Group was

founded in 2005 by a group of committed MEPs for MEPs.

MAC remains the largest and oldest (and until 2020 the

only) dedicated group for cancer policy at the European

Parliament. MAC members work together in order to

improve cancer control and prevention in Europe, in the

belief that European cooperation adds value to member

states’ actions. In the 2019-24 parliamentary legislature,

MAC has 124 members coming from all different political

groups and 24 EU Member States. The Chairs are: Dr.

Véronique Trillet-Lenoir (RE, France) and Mr. Loucas

Fourlas (EPP, Cyprus). The Vice-Chairs are: Dr. Sara Cerdas

(S&D, Portugal) and Ms. Tilly Metz (Greens/EFA,

Luxembourg).

About the MEPs Against 
Cancer (MAC) interest group

THE SUPPORTER

About the Union for 
International Cancer Control 
(UICC)
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MEPs Against Cancer: An invitation to take part in 
World Cancer Day 2021 

 
Option 1: Video message 
Answering 2 questions: 
2021 is the last year of the Union for International Cancer Control’s 3-year ‘I Am and I Will’ flagship 
campaign. This year’s theme ‘Together, all of our actions matter’ is a reminder that our actions have an 
impact on everyone around us, within our neighbourhoods, communities and cities. When we choose to 
come together, we can achieve what we all wish for: a healthier, brighter world without cancer.  

This year’s campaign also puts a spotlight on the need for governments to accelerate action to eliminate 
cervical cancer following the launch of the global strategy to accelerate the elimination of cervical cancer as 
a public health problem. 2021 will also see the launch of the long-awaited Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan.  

Political will and effective policies are a crucial step in the right direction but, without proper implementation, 
cancer incidence and mortality rates will remain high. WCD campaigners and the MEPs Against Cancer 
(MAC) Secretariat are inviting MAC members to answer 2 questions in a video message. 

 
The questions are: 

1. Why does cervical cancer elimination matter to you? 
 

2. How can Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan be successfully translated into action? 
 
Time 
A short and concise answer to the questions is the best. Please aim for 30-40 seconds or less. 
Video frame 

• Have yourself talk directly to camera, a clean and neutral background out of focus and make sure to get 
as good lighting and sound as possible 

• Video format: MP4 video format with H264 format with AAC audio (file size up to 512MB) 

• Video resolution: Minimum 32 x 32 and Maximum 1920 x 1200 (and 1200 x 1900) 
Getting the soundbite 

• We want to keep it as natural and spontaneous and off the cuff as possible – the less scripted, the 
better 

• Leaders can answer in the language they are most comfortable with – adding subtitles in English is 
highly recommended 

Share 
Please send your videos to Gina@europeancancerleagues.org by Tuesday 2 February 2021 and we will 
make sure to share them via the official MEPs Against Cancer’s Twitter and Facebook accounts.  

Feel free to share the video message on social media, ideally on 4 February 2021 or alternatively in the 
week leading up to 4 February, accompanied with the official hashtags: #WorldCancerDay and #IAmAndIWill

https://www.worldcancerday.org/about/2019-2021-world-cancer-day-campaign
https://www.worldcancerday.org/about/2019-2021-world-cancer-day-campaign
https://www.worldcancerday.org/Eliminate
https://www.worldcancerday.org/Eliminate
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240014107
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240014107
https://ec.europa.eu/health/non_communicable_diseases/events/ev_20200204_en
mailto:Gina@europeancancerleagues.org
https://twitter.com/MAC_MEPs
https://www.facebook.com/MEPsAgainstCancer
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Option 2: Proudly wear the World Cancer Day 
buttons and/or the MAC pins, scarfs and ties 

Show your support on World Cancer Day by taking a photo of yourself wearing 
the World Cancer Day buttons and share it on your social media channels with 
the hashtags #WorldCancerDay and #IAmAndIWill. 
Post your photo and accompanying ‘I Am and I Will’ message on World Cancer 
Day, 4 February. 

The WCD orange buttons were distributed at the MAC MEPs internal meeting on 
19 November 2019 and at the launch of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan at the 
European Parliament on 4 February 2020. If you wish to get your buttons posted to 
you, please email Gina@europeancancerleagues.org by Monday 18 January 
2021. 

You can also wear your MEPs Against Cancer pins, scarves and ties to celebrate 
the day. These were distributed last year during one-to-one meetings in 2019-20. If 
you wish to get your golden pins posted to you, please email 
Gina@europeancancerleagues.org by Monday 18 January 2021. 

 
 
 
 

Option 3: Post, share, engage. 
Read the Action Toolkit, create your own custom poster, and download, personalise and share the 
World Cancer Day materials as far and wide as you can. 

Share, like, comment and engage on social media in support of World Cancer Day. Feel free to use the 
ready-made messages below or post your own thoughts, views and opinions. We highly encourage you to 
link your posts to your and your party’s planned action against cancer in this legislature and to Europe’s 
Beating Cancer Plan (#EUCancerPlan) 

 
I Am (fill in blank) and I Will (fill in blank). What will you do this #WorldCancerDay on 4 February? Share your 
#IAmAndIWill message. worldcancerday.org  

Cancer hurts families, hurts the economy, hurts our future. Let’s fight for a healthier world this 4 February 
on #WorldCancerDay. #IAmAndIWill worldcancerday.org  
 
Our actions can change minds and hearts. By educating and informing ourselves and those around us 
about #cancer, we can challenge misinformation, stigma and fear. Who are you and what will you do this 4 
Feb? #WorldCancerDay #IAmAndIWill worldcancerday.org  
 
We can prevent at least one third of cancers. That means millions of lives could be saved. What will you do 
to reduce your cancer risk? #IAmAndIWill #WorldCancerDay worldcancerday.org 

A world where access to life-saving cancer treatment is equal for all? That’s a world worth fighting for. Join 
me this 4 February for #WorldCancerDay. #IAmAndIWill worldcancerday.org  

Each person deserves the right to access quality essential cancer services on #equal terms, based on need 
and not on the ability to pay. Speak up this 4 Feb #WorldCancerDay #IAmAndIWill worldcancerday.org  

Together, all of our actions matter. This #WorldCancerDay, who are you and what will you do to reduce the 
impact of #cancer for yourself, the people you love and the world? Speak up, stand up and take action. 
#IAmAndIWill worldcancerday.org 

 

mailto:Gina@europeancancerleagues.org
mailto:Gina@europeancancerleagues.org
https://www.worldcancerday.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/WCD21_ActionToolkit_FA_ENG.pdf
https://www.worldcancerday.org/custom-poster
https://www.worldcancerday.org/materials
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About World Cancer Day 
World Cancer Day every 4 February is the global uniting initiative led by the Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC). By raising worldwide awareness, improving education and catalysing personal, collective 
and government action, we're working together to reimagine a world where millions of preventable cancer 
deaths are saved and access to life-saving cancer treatment and care is equal for all – no matter who you 
are or where you live. Because we believe that cancer isn’t just a health issue but a human issue that 
touches all of us. 

Created in 2000, World Cancer Day has grown into a positive movement for everyone, everywhere to unite 
under one voice to face one of our greatest challenges in history. Each year, hundreds of activities and 
events take place around the world, gathering communities, organisations and individuals in schools, 
businesses, hospitals, marketplaces, parks, community halls, places of worship - in the streets and online - 
acting as a powerful reminder that we all have a role to play in reducing the global impact of cancer. 

About the 2021 theme 
The 2019-2021 theme places supporters at the heart of the campaign and calls for commitment and action 
by asking two questions: Who are you? and What will you do? 

2021 – the ultimate year of the ‘I Am and I Will’ campaign – shows us that our actions have an impact on 
everyone around us, within our neighbourhoods, communities and cities. And that more than ever, our 
actions are also being felt across borders and oceans. This year is a reminder of the enduring power of 
cooperation and collective action. When we choose to come together, we can achieve what we all wish for: 
a healthier, brighter world without cancer. Together, all of our actions matter. This World Cancer Day, who 
are you and what will you do?  

We believe that through our positive actions, together we can reach the target of reducing the number of 
premature deaths from cancer and noncommunicable diseases by one third by 2030. 

For any questions about the MEPs Against Cancer (MAC) interest group and your video messages, please 
contact: 

Ginevra Papi 
MEPs Against Cancer (MAC) Secretariat  
Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL) 
Gina@europeancancerleagues.org 

For more information on the 2021 World Cancer Day campaign, please contact: 

Thuy Khuc-Bilon 
World Cancer Day Campaign Manager 
khuc-bilon@uicc.org 
+41 22 809 18 23

https://www.worldcancerday.org/
https://www.uicc.org/
https://www.uicc.org/
https://www.worldcancerday.org/about/2019-2021-world-cancer-day-campaign
https://www.europeancancerleagues.org/meps-against-cancer-about-meps-against-cancer-2/
mailto:Gina@europeancancerleagues.org
https://www.worldcancerday.org/
mailto:khuc-bilon@uicc.org


SAVE THE DATE

2022 will mark the start of a
new campaign theme for
World Cancer Day. In 2019-21,
the theme was '#IAmIWill -
together, all of our actions
matter. The 3-year campaign
was built to resonate, inspire
change and mobilise action by
recognising that any actions,
big and small, make lasting,
positive change. The multi-year
campaign offered a chance to
create long-lasting impact by
increasing  opportunities to
build global awareness,
impact-driven action, and
public-facing engagement
and exposure.

WORLD CANCER DAY 2022EUROPEAN WEEK AGAINST 
CANCER 2021

#EWAC2021
 #WCD2022

http://www.cancerweek.eu/
@WeekAgainstCancer
@EU_EWAC

https://www.worldcancerda
y.org/
@worldcancerday
@worldcancerday

The European Week Against
Cancer (EWAC) is a set of 7
days each year, from 25 to 31
May, to encourage all of Europe
to use this time period to
increase communication on
the cancer-related issues
closest to their hearts, and to
reflect on and to take action to
achieve a Europe free of cancer.
During EWAC cancer charities,
European policy-makes and
the general public engage in
various activities connected to
awareness raising about cancer
prevention, access to
treatment and support for
patients and cancer  survivors.

https://www.europeancancerleagues.org/european-week-against-cancer-european-week-against-cancer/
https://www.facebook.com/WeekAgainstCancer
https://twitter.com/EU_EWAC
https://www.wctoh.org/
https://www.facebook.com/worldcancerday
https://www.instagram.com/worldcancerday/
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