
 
To: Vice-President Margaritis Schinas 
      Commissioner Stella Kyriakides 
      Commissioner Thierry Breton 
 

 
Brussels, 17 January 2023 

 
 
Dear Vice-President Schinas, 
Dear Commissioner Kyriakides, 
Dear Commissioner Breton, 
 
 
During the past weeks we witnessed a surge of respiratory diseases in Europe, flooding 
hospitals and depleting medicines reserves in the EU. In almost all Member States we have 
major outbreaks of influenza and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), that are now overlapping 
with a resurgent coronavirus. 
 
This has put another strain on the health systems and has caused shortages of medicines in 
several Member States, like antibiotics, analgesic and antipyretic drugs. Patients across the EU 
are having problems in acquiring medicines needed for their condition. We are seeing a 
worsening of a situation 
that was already strained due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the major imbalances that have 
afflicted supply chains in the pharmaceutical industries for several years now. 
 
Thus, we call on the Commission to take urgent measures to help Member States ensure access 
to treatment for patients that face problems in acquiring needed medicines due to shortages. 
The Commission should push for closer cooperation on this matter among Member States, to 
limit drug shortages. 
 
Moreover, in the medium term, we urge the Commission to accelerate the creation of the Health 
Union, including through encouraging joint procurement of medicines. The joint procurement 
of COVID-19 vaccines provided immunization for the citizens of the EU, and averted a 
damaging race between Member States for acquiring these sought after medicines. Besides, it 
allowed the EU to use the power of the Single Market at its full potential. Furthermore, we 
encourage the Commission to facilitate more cooperation at the EU level on pricing and 
reimbursement of medicines costs. These issues should be tackled during the current reform 
process of the pharmaceutical legislation. 
 
In addition, the need to relocate strategic pharmaceutical production in the EU was 
acknowledged by the European Commission several times, and supported by citizens in the 
final report of the Conference on the Future of Europe. However, more concrete steps have to 
be taken in this direction. 
 
We encourage the European Commission to take into account the current shortages and 
accelerate the work on the strategic autonomy agenda in the pharmaceutical sector, through 
support for relocation, investments in innovation and modernized production capacities. 



 
 

 
 

 
EU citizens need the Health Union to help deal with issues that can no longer be solved at the 
sole level of the Member States. Accelerating the strategic autonomy agenda and pushing for 
joint procurement cooperation and strategic stockpiling for essential and priority medicines 
will help Member States to deal with crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the surge in 
respiratory diseases we are now witnessing across the EU. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Alin Mituța, MEP, Renew Europe 
Kathleen Van Brempt, MEP, S&D, President of the COVI Commission 
Olivier Chastel, MEP, Renew Europe 
Dan - Ștefan Motreanu, MEP, EPP 
Dacian Cioloș, MEP Renew Europe 
Josianne Cutajar, MEP, S&D 
Dragoș Tudorache, MEP, Renew Europe 
Mircea Hava, MEP, EPP 
Ramona Strugariu, MEP, Renew Europe 
Romana Jerković, MEP, S&D 
Dragoș Pîslaru, MEP, Renew Europe 
Bartosz Arłukowicz, MEP, EPP 
Billy Kelleher, MEP, Renew Europe 
Martina Dlabajová, MEP, Renew Europe 
Nathalie Colin-Oesterlé, MEP, EPP 


