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Feedback from the Association of European Cancer Leagues on the call for
evidence for the Proposal for a Council Recommendation on Cancer prevention
— action to promote vaccination against cancer-causing viruses

The Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL) welcomes the European Commission (EC)

initiative to present a Proposal for a Council Recommendation on vaccine preventable cancers.
This is a key step towards meeting Europe Beating Cancer Plan's objectives on cancer-causing
viruses and vaccination against Hepatitis B virus (HBV) & Human Papillomavirus (HPV). ECL
supports gender-neutral programmes for HPV vaccination and the extension of free HBV
vaccination to the high-risk groups listed in the call for evidence. Drug users, patients with various
blood diseases and immunocompromised persons should also be considered high-risk groups.

Monitoring and assessing context-specific determinants of vaccination provision and timely
uptake is essential to address physical obstacles to vaccination, and the EC should continue to
support Member States (MSs) in this endeavour. Harmonising coverage reporting indicators at
EU level is needed to enable in- and cross-country assessments - e.g. WHO recommends
monitoring HPV vaccination coverage in girls and boys aged 15 years. Coverage should be
monitored in relation to end targets but also to intermediate goals, feeding into concrete action
plans with steps that MSs intend to take to reach cancer control targets.

To maximise benefits, ECL advises the creation of national HPV plans that include:

e National communication strategies covering HPV vaccination and screening. Caregivers
should be sensitised as early as possible on the benefits of vaccinating children regardless
of gender and be provided with relevant information from the administration of routine
childhood vaccines. Feasible and acceptable reminder and recall systems should be
implemented.

e Sustainability assessments of key implementation enablers (e.g. accessibility, availability
and affordability of vaccines; human and infrastructural capacity to administer vaccines
and provide screening).

e Action plans, with intermediate and end goals, and concrete strategies to address
barriers.


https://www.cancer.eu/

Joint procurement procedures for HPV vaccines could contribute to equitable access to
affordable vaccines EU-wide and should be explored with MSs. Action to increase vaccination
coverage against cancer-causing viruses in Europe should be complemented with efforts to
ensure global health equity. To this end, it is key that the EC further boosts its role to strengthen
vaccine supply chains and ensure equitable access to vaccines globally.

Targeted communication efforts require a well-planned communication strategy backed by
target group insights and supported by stakeholders. To fight misinformation, it is crucial that
nuanced information and dialogue is available, in a variety of formats, where the target groups
(e.g. parents, youth) already seek information. Communication efforts should also focus on
healthcare workers, caregivers, teachers and community leaders to increase vaccine literacy and
acceptance — key in fostering vaccination uptake. Peer-to-peer communication on vaccination
has proven to contribute to positive attitudes towards vaccination and should be supported. The
EC should encourage MSs to explore the effectiveness of different invitation schemes and
strategic approaches to health communication to reach populations, including hard-to-reach
groups, with vaccination campaigns. The urgency to meet the needs of hard-to-reach
communities, both to address physical obstacles and when designing communication strategies,
cannot be overstated.

ECL commends the EC's funding of several projects to extend vaccination roll out, increase
vaccine confidence and uptake, and ensure access to reliable information, underscoring that
coordination between these initiatives is essential and that information on HBV vaccines should
be integrated in the relevant European portals. Synergies should be sought to avoid duplication,
ensuring the complementarity of ongoing projects and joint actions and the prompt translation
of their results into European and national action.



