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EUROPEAN WEEK

The European Week Against Cancer (EWAC) took place between 25 and
31 May 2025 and brought together policymakers, cancer leagues, and
health advocates from across Europe with one shared goal: to reduce
the impact of cancer on people’s lives and our societies.

Together, we made a real impact. Thanks to our collective efforts, the
2025 EWAC campaign reached over 4.2 million people, with 9.6
thousand interactions online and 880 mentions on social mediq,
amplifying our message across borders.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to the
success of European Week Against Cancer 2025. Whether you organised
an event, spoke out online, or shared your story, your involvement
mattered.

As we close the chapter on EWAC 2025, we invite everyone to save the
date for the next European Week Against Cancer, taking place between
25 and 31 May 2026. Stay tuned to our website for updates and ways to
get involved!

EWAC is a flagship initiative from the Association of European Cancer
Leagues (ECL), a non-profit umbrella organisation made up of 34
national and regional cancer leagues advocating for improved cancer
control and care across Europe. Our vision is a Europe free of cancer.

www.cancer.eu/ewac
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A WEEK OF ACTION

Throughout the week, a wide array of webinars, events, and social
media actions helped shine a light on the everyday challenges faced by
those affected by cancer. These activities also highlighted the many
impactful initiatives across Europe to prevent cancer, encourage
screening and vaccination programmes, improve access to medicines,
and promote cutting-edge research and innovation.
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THE IMPACT OF THE EUROPEAN
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2025
HIGHLIGHTS

European institutions,
bodies and agencies

United Nations Agencies

MEPs Against Cancer

European cancer leagues

Civil society voices




EUINSTITUTIONS AND

AGENCIES

European institutions,

bodies, and agencies -

including the European

Commission, the European Medicines Agency, the European Economic and
Social Committee, and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
- joined the 2025 European Week Against Cancer to raise awareness and
showcase how EU policies and initiatives support research, prevention, early
detection, and care for cancer patients and survivors.

NEWS ARTICLE | 26 May 2025 | Directorate-Genaeal for Communication | 1min read

European Week Against Cancer: providing patients

with high-quality healthcare

https://shorturl.at/hWIm6
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To mark the #EuropeanWeekAgainstCar

webinar on the implementation of the #EUCancerPlar

Opening remarks by @0livervarhelyi.
Register here:

y’ Eurape's Beating |

10:00 - 11:40

European Commission Directorate-General
for Health and Food Safety

1 next week, join our

on 27 May.
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| I EU Health and Food Safety
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This week is #EuropeanWeekAgainstCancer

Every minute, five pecple in the EU find out they have cancer.
Through the #EUCancerPlan, it is cur mission to make sure their
chances of survival are the highest possible

since its launch in 2021, the EU Cancer Plan is providing support to
millions of patients affected by cancer. We are now working with
almast 630 organisations and have committed EUR 334 million under
the #EU4Health programme to bolster our initiatives

Qurwork does not stop there
Implementation of the EU Cancer Plan continues in full force:

© Prevention: A new edition of the Eurcpean Code Against Cancer to
provide practical advice on reducing cancer risks.


https://shorturl.at/hWIm6

European Commission’s Joint Research Centre

Sandra Caldeira - Followi m Ciardn NICHOLL - £
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I'm dreaming of the moment where | won't have to v
anymore about cancer meaning it will be over, no mi
more hearts broken, no more suffering.

Hope through data: that's what we work on every

Today is #Patients and #Survivors day #EWAC
#EuropeanWeekAgainstCancer and the data in our
#EuropeanCancerinformationSystem give hope!

As we mark the start of SEWAC2025, I'm proud to re
the work being done by our amazing team at the EU
and Innovation to fight against cancer:

[ 125 cancer registries 68 cancer types 32 countries

. : : 2 We identify and assess the risks associated with ¢
= % Incidence, Mortality, Survival, Prevalence fy

lifestyle factors that contribute to causing cancer (ex)
. . ) carcinogens, poor diet, physical inactivity..).

L These indicators are improving!

© Not as fast as we'd wish for. Not everywhere, for € [ We provide scientific advice on how to promote

every cancer type. habits and reduce the risk of cancer through dietary

w ® Andthat's wh}f we keep atit to give policyma 2 We monitor cancer trends across EU countries, te
and citizens accurate and timely data, for targeted an, '™ CAnCer across the EU.
interventions and always better cancer outcomes. Fin

2 We evaluate the potential health impacts of polic
about our work:

interventions aimed at reducing the burden of cance
recommendations based on evidence-based science
ECIS https://Inkd.in/dmABTS5z

ENCR https://www.encr.eu/ 2 We lock at how Al could enhance cancer diagnot

European Medicines Agency

‘j European Medicines Agency
- ®

This week is #EuropeanWeekAgainstCancer,

At EMA, we are committed to supporting the fight .. .more
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Spotlight on the #EuropeanWeekAgainstCancer

Every year, on 25-31 May, the Association of European Ca
Leagues organises this flagship initiative to raise awarenes
importance of cancer prevention and care. Each day is ded
key theme and today, the focus rests on #research — the fc
progress in all cancer care. Here, the #JRC is playing a vital

JRC Directorate Nuclear Safety and Security was the first tc
the novel concept of applying radionuclides in #cancer the
pioneering research and successful results in the nuclear tr
prostate cancer — achieved in 2014 in cooperation with the
Hospital Heidelberg (UKHD) and published in the Lancet (
last year — was a major milestone, highlighting the JRC's cr
this field. £ %

European Commission’s
Audiovisual Services

I European Commission's Audiovisual Service & (o
BEC_AVService

The European Week Against Cancer starts today.
The EU Cancer Plan provides diagnosis and treatment through an EU
Network of Comprehensive Cancer Centres backed by EUR 90 million in
EU funding.

Watch more youtu be/w

Read more

HEWACZ

Tim Van Hoorenbeke

U Cancer Ambassador




European Commission’s Health and Digital Executive Agency
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#HaDEA #EU4Health #HorizonEU = #HaDEA #EUCancerPlan
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#HaDEA #EU4Health #Horizon2020

https://shorturl.at/26Q0f

European Economic and
Social Committee

(@ European Centre for Disease
eCocC Prevention and Control
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On EU Cancer Awareness Week, we call for a united EU approach to
fighting cancer through:
more coordination on demand & supply of early vaccinations;
improved access and supply of nuclear medicine;
increased funding for radiological technologies.

=
v

One EU



https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-2025-eu-funded-projects-and-initiatives-contributing-enhancing-patients-2025-05-30_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-kick-prevention-and-early-detection-save-lives-2022-05-25_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-2025-eu-funded-projects-contributing-effective-diagnosis-and-treatment-2025-05-28_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-2025-eu-funded-projects-taking-action-prevent-cancer-2025-05-27_en
https://shorturl.at/26Q0f
https://shorturl.at/hiYlH
https://shorturl.at/xBAld
https://shorturl.at/an1Y1

UNITED NATIONS
AGENGIES

During the 2025 European Week Against Cancer, the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) released
new videos, launched new factsheets, organised webinars, shared resources,
and called attention to key risk factors like tobacco and alcohol.

World Health World Health Organization
Organization

European Hegia.n

Internation IAg ncy for Research
on Cancer (IAR Y

International Agency for Research on Cancer =
o
i‘"‘ ) Word Health
WHO/Europe & o NPe RIS
@WHO Europe IARC NEWS PRESS RELEASES FEATURED NEWS VIDEOS AND PODCASTS INFC oY
Laura Brennan’s parents lost their daughter to #CervicalCancer - atype 28 May 2026
of #cancer that can be prevented with the #HP\ vaccine. - : oo
CERVICAL CANCER INFECTIONS STOMACH CANCER
b o ’ IARC - International Agency for ...
Watch them speak about their experience: bit.ly/427xHEG " pes 1O ,9 il
IARC marks European Week Against Cancer )
. WARC marks #European\WeckAgainstCancer 2025 by
#EWAC2025 2025 highlighting different aspects of the Agency’s work in
2cancer prevention research - from today and from our
60 year history! #IARCS0
Scientists and other personnel at the International Agency for Research on SEWAC2025 SEWAL
Cancer (IARC) are marking Eurcpean Week Against Cancer 2025 by highlighting It/ Inkd.in/diva-T3W

different aspects of the Agency's work in cancer prevention research on IARC's
webszite and social media channels throughout the week.

European Week Against Cancer takes place every year, beginning on 25 May and
ending on World No Tobacco Day, 31 May. Each day of the week offers an
cecasion 1o highlight a different aspect of the cancer cantinuum: primary

prevention on day 1, early detection on day 2, access to treatment on day 3,

digital health and care on day 4, research on day 5, patients and survivors on day
&, and Werld No Tebacco Day on day 7.

https://shorturl.at/FedGa Eur‘:}pean Week
Against Cancer

#EUHPP Live Webinar:

Launch of the IARC 25-31 May
Socioeconomic

inequalities in cancer

mortality

=

SAVE THE DATES - REGISTER ONLINE (UTCA02:00) Brussals, Copanbagen, Msdiid, Pars

https://shorturl.at/nNFPb

Friday, May 23, 2025 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
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MEPS AGAINST
CANCER

In the lead-up to the European Week Against Cancer, the MEPs Against Cancer
(MAC) Interest Group celebrated 20 years of leadership in the fight for a
cancer-free Europe with an event held at the European Parliament in Brussels.
Supported by the Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL), the MAC
group brings together policymakers from across the political spectrum and EU
member states.

OLIVER VARHELYI
European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare

\ QMEPS wproearn SECL



The MEPs Against Cancer group also hosted a webinar to discuss the growing
body of scientific evidence between per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) and cancer. The webinar, which was hosted by MEP Tilly Metz (Vice-
Chair of the MAC group), explored effective policy measures to regulate and
eventually phase-out these harmful chemicals in Europe.

Featured speakers included Tom Buis (Dutch Cancer Society, representing the
Association of European Cancer Leagues), Paul Speight (EU Commission’s
Directorate-General for Environment), and Sandra Jen (Health and
Environment Alliance).

PFAS and cancer - What do
know about Forever Chemlcals'-'
A webinar expl ntific evidence
and eﬂe°olutlons

MEPS Supported by EEEECL

\\ AGAINST CANCER

https://shorturl.at/YOf8V
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https://shorturl.at/Y0f8V

EUROPEAN CANCER
LEAGUES

Cancer leagues from all over Europe marked the European Week Against
Cancer through a mix of online campaigns and in-person events. From
advocating for stronger policy measures to prevent cancer, to hosting
conferences focused on screening, members of the Association of European
Cancer Leagues (ECL) actively took the spotlight to raise awareness and drive
action. Here are a few examples:

Portuguese League Against Cancer
EORTRAD CANCRO

The Portuguese League Against Cancer
organised a series of in-person events for both
cancer patients and the general public,
featuring activities such as yoga and cooking
classes, as well as a dedicated conference to
explore the challenges of Iung cancer
screening.

Spanish Association Against Cancer

g The Spanish Association Against Cancer,

alongside the WHO Regional Office for Europe,
Smoke Free Partnership, the European
Respiratory Society, and the European Network
for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention, organised
a high-level workshop in Brussels to mark World
No Tobacco Day.




\_ PFAS-FREE
FUTURE

PREVENTING CANCER
RO REGULATORY ACTION

NEW POSITION PAPER

DKGI23 @

KREBSGESELLSCHAFT 84+

German Cancer Society

Deutsche Krebsgesellschaft e. V. (German ...

v ®
Today on May 30, the European Week against #Cancer is all about
patients and sunvivors. What challenges do people with cancer face
when they want to #returntowork? On International Workers' Day,
we learmed a lot about their perspectives and experiences from our
partner Association of European Cancer Leagues:
https://Inkd.in/dTupC-ER

DECE

Together with the Robert Koch Institute, our researchers at
Germian Cancer Society have published a paper about "Cancer in
People of Working Age in Germany 199%-2022° - now available in
English!

The publication shows that around 500,000 pecple are
diagnosed with cancer in Germany every year. Thirty-five percent of
those affected are between the ages of 20 and 64,

How have the data changed over time for men and women? Which
cancer diagnoses have the highest proportion of people of working
age?

Read more: hitps://Inkd.infeSurgTZ2

#EWAC2025 #oncology

h Ambassadors

To kick off the European Week Against
Cancer, ECL launched a new position paper
making the case to ban harmful PFAS
chemicals across Europe, due to the growing
scientific evidence linking these ‘forever
chemicals’ to cancer.

https://shorturl.at/jwr2m

FECE

Catalan Federation Against Cancer
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UROPEAN WEEK
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& cancercode

3 cancercode L

WA &R ._ 3 cancercode Did you know that up to 40% of
o’ cancer cases are preventable through healthier
wor B0%

lifestyle choices?
OF ALL CANCER CASES IN

THE BUCANBE PR The European Code Against Cancer outlines 12

practical, evidence-based recommendations to
help reduce your cancer risk — from healthy
eating and physical activity to avoiding tobacco
and limiting alcohol.

2 Learn the steps
2 Take action

e Qv H

1 likes

49, cancercode Cancer is now the leading cause of
ww death for people aged 45-64 in many EU
countries, But progress is happening.

eu EU-funded projects are advancing cutting-
edge cancer research and innovation. £

Across Europe, national and regional cancer
leagues are supporting vital work — from

preventicn and early detection to treatment and
survivarship,
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anticancer_cy
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Cancer Society of Finland
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syopajarjestot

‘syopajarjestot Jos tupakointi loppuisi, yhdeksan
kymrnerestd keuhkosyvasts voitaisiin ehkaista,

Tupakeinti onkin suurin estettdvisss oleva

syOpanski. Tupakointi liittyy lhes 20 prosenttiin

sySpMapavksista Euroopasia. Tavoetellaan
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EUROOPAN
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NIKH GMOLNONALA KAPKINGY
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Cyprus Anti-Cancer Society

anticancer_cy
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Patizy sydpshoitoihin ei saa rippua
postinumerosta.

Uusien hoitojen korkeat hinnat sulkevat
ne pais monen maan ulothuvilta,

Om aika tehda elintarkeista hoidoista

yhteinen eurcappalainen asia.
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Health and civil society groups across Europe joined the EWAC action by
sharing resources, calls to action, and raising awareness about the importance
of cancer prevention and care on social media and beyond.

Association of European
Cancer Leagues

ABC Global Alliance

BIG Against Breast Cancer

Cancer Patients Europe

CHEM Trust

Digestive Cancers Europe

EDC-Free Europe campaign

European Association for
Cancer Researc

European Association of
Nuclear Medicine

European Breast Cancer
Coadalition

AL
~<

European Cancer

Organisation GAMIAN-Europe

European Environmental

Health and Environment
Bureau

Alliance

International Kidne

European Health 1 K
Cancer Coalition

Management Association

International

European Liver Patients’ I C .
Papillomavirus Society

Association

European Lung

Foundation Lung Cancer Europe

European Society for
Paediatric Oncology

Nederlands Kanker
Collectie

European Society of

Surgical Oncology Safe Food Advocacy Europe

Standing Committee of

EU Food Policy Coalition Europedn Doctors

Foodwatch International Whole Grain Initiative

World Bladder Cancer
Patient Coalition



EUROPEAN WEEK

Thank you for supporting the European Week Against Cancer (EWAC)

EWAC is a flagship initiative from the Association of European Cancer
Leagues (ECL), a non-profit umbrella organisation made up of 34
national and regional cancer leagues advocating for improved cancer
control and care across Europe. Our vision is a Europe free of cancer.
Transparency register number: 19265592757-25

@ ecl@cancer.eu
ECL

Association of European
Cancer Leagues

WwWww.cancer.eu
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