To:
President Ursula von der Leyen

First Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans
European Commission, Rue de la Loi 200, Brussels

Brussels, 29 March 2023
Re: delayed publication of the EU pharmaceutical legislation revision
Dear President von der Leyen,

Today was the scheduled date for the publication of the revised pharmaceutical legislation, an
important piece of legislation of the current College of Commissioners’ mandate.

Our organisations and the patients, consumers, and healthcare professionals we represent are deeply
concerned by this new delay which seems justified neither by a case of force majeure, nor by
exceptional circumstances.

Several of the organisations we represent wrote to the Commissioners in the past weeks following
previous announcements of delays to ask for an adoption of the texts by the end of March (see
attachments). Civil society organisations and members of the European Parliament had been
reassured that publication would take place as planned.

This new postponement is jeopardising the adoption of a balanced, fair, and robust pharmaceutical
framework putting patients at its centre. The important measures for European citizens’ health that
the framework will bring forward cannot be delayed and it is furthermore not acceptable that private
interests may prevail over democratic debate within the European Parliament and the Council.

We are therefore urging you to reschedule the adoption of the text for the next meeting of the College
of Commissioners in April, so that the public and democratic debate can finally start. We also request
an urgent meeting in order to discuss the reasons behind this new postponement. Full transparency
is very much needed in the present circumstances.

Signatories:

AIDES, France

Asociacion por un Acceso Justo al Medicamento, Spain
Association France Parkinson

Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL)
Consilium Scientific

European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP)
European Public Health Alliance (EPHA)

FFAAIR

France Assos Santé
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Global Health Advocates (GHA)

Grupo de Ativistas em Tratamentos (GAT)

International Association of Mutual Benefit Societies (AIM)
International Diabetes Federation — European Region (IDF Europe)
Ligue contre le cancer, France

Médecins du Monde International Network

NoGracias

Réseau D.E.S. France

Sol En Si, France

SOS Hépatites & Maladies du foie, France

Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME)

The Cyprus Association of Cancer Patients and Friends

The Dutch Cancer Society (KWF)
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